


Guidance from the Department for Education suggests that a visit
to Durham Cathedral, for most organisations, should be
considered a trip that needs a risk assessment and extra planning.

Writing a risk assessment for a school trip to Durham Cathedral

The format of your risk assessment will be decided by your organisation. Your organisation is likely to use a different
format and risk rating system, different policies and supporting documents to Durham Cathedral. It therefore must
be written by you as the group leader in the format tailored to your organisation.

Your risk assessment should also contain all aspects of your school journey, including your travel arrangements.

There are many routine risks that your organisation should already have a risk assessment for, e.g. slips, trips, use of
generic classroom materials. These will be similar in our spaces to yours. You should ask your organisation if they
have approved risk assessments for similar visits that you can adapt.

There will also be some significant differences and additional hazards that a visit to our cathedral presents. To help
you understand the hazards you might encounter, and what you can do to lower or avoid the risk, you can use the
examples in this document.



























For guided sessions

If you book a guided visit, we are happy to send our risk assessments for the specific sessions you have booked if you request them. Review these
before you visit. If you need to add further mitigations specific to the circumstances of your group, please let us know so we can help you fulfil

these mitigations and/or discuss suitable alternatives. You can contact learning@durhamcathedral.co.uk to request risk assessments for sessions,
arrange a call, or with any concerns or further questions.

Below is a non-exhaustive list of materials we use in our workshops. It does not include stationery materials such as pencils, felt tip pens, paper,
booklets, clipboards, laminated sheets and stickers which are in common use in schools and our Explore sessions.

Topic

Discover session

Challenge session

Meet St Cuthbert

Costumes including prop walking sticks, long robes and prop
axes

Skin safe mineral oil (baby oil), wet wipes

Durham Cathedral as a place of worship

Handling objects including: Bibles, robes, communion wafer,
cross, incense, chalice, plate

Air drying clay, clay tools, wet wipes

St Cuthbert’s life and legacy

Outdoor option only: Blindfolds, balancing, long tubes, balls,
wooden planks, onions

Pipe cleaners, 6mm craft beads

Why do people come to Durham Cathedral?

Costumes, prop sword, coins, biscuit tin

Non-toxic paint sticks, shoes, wet wipes

How to build a cathedral

Foam blocks, wooden blocks, wooden frames, cushions,

Bar soap, wooden soap carving tool

paper cups
Music at Durham Cathedral Robes Hand bells
Ty T Do Cepactiel Sanieiid Bibles Magnets, magnetic whiteboard, voice recording equipment,

battery powered switchboard, foam blocks, wooden frames

Monk Life: Normans to the Reformation

Costumes: Robes, prop medieval knives, scissors and
leatherware

Feather quill, permanent ink, wet wipes

Christianity at Durham Cathedral

Bibles

Norman England and Durham Cathedral

Costumes: Robes, blunt medieval knife replicas, scissors and
leatherware







