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Welcome to Durham Cathedral 
 

If you are visiting, we are delighted that you join us today. Please ask a 

member of staff for directions if you require assistance. If you are a regular 

worshipper here, welcome back.  

 

Worshippers at Matins are invited to arrive early and take refreshments in 

the Galilee Chapel from 11.00 a.m. before taking their seats in the Quire for 

the service. 

 
Flowers are an important part of our adorning of the Cathedral Church  

for divine service on many occasions during the year.   

We are very grateful to Hargreaves Services plc  

for their support of our provision of flowers at Durham Cathedral  

www.hsgplc.co.uk 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in 

Church activities is the responsibility of everyone who participates in the 

life of the Church. If you are concerned that someone you know is at risk, or 

is being abused, or presents a risk to others, please seek advice from the 

Cathedral Safeguarding Officer. If a child or adult is in immediate danger or 

requires medical attention, call the emergency services without delay. The 

Cathedral Safeguarding Officer can be contacted on 07951 624103 or via 

email safeguarding@durhamcathedral.co.uk 

 

Make a gift to Durham Cathedral 
If you already support the Cathedral, thank you! 

Gifts of any size make a difference to our life and work here:  

advancing our mission as a place of prayer, pilgrimage and proclamation, 

conserving heritage, and providing welcome. 
 

• Scan the QR code on the right 

• Visit www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20041776 

• Use the tap and give machines near the exits  

• Drop cash into the collecting boxes or baskets 

• Contact development@durhamcathedral.co.uk 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:safeguarding@durhamcathedral.co.uk
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Voluntary Carol (from Four Extemporisations)  Percy Whitlock 

 

Please stand at the entrance of the Choir and ministers 

 

Hymn Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

 Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining, 

 Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall: 

Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 

 Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 

 

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

 Odours of Edom and offerings divine? 

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

 Myrrh from the forest or gold from the mine? 

 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

 Vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

 Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

 Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 

Reginald Heber              Epiphany, J. F. Thrupp 

 

Welcome and Introduction                       The Very Reverend Dr Philip Plyming 

  

Minister Let us humbly confess our sins to almighty God. 

 

Please kneel 
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All Almighty and most merciful Father;  

 We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.  

 We have followed too much  

 the devices and desires of our own hearts.  

 We have offended against thy holy laws.  

 We have left undone those things  

 which we ought to have done;  

 And we have done those things  

 which we ought not to have done;  

 And there is no health in us.  

 But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders.  

 Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.  

 Restore thou them that are penitent;  

 According to thy promises declared unto mankind  

 in Christ Jesu our Lord.  

 And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake;  

 That we may hereafter  

 live a godly, righteous, and sober life,   

 To the glory of thy holy Name.  

 Amen.  

 

Minister May the almighty and merciful God  

 grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins,  

 time for amendment of life,  

 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 
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All Our Father,  

 which art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 in earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive them that trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil: 

 for thine is the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 

Preces      Humphrey Clucas 

 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

 O God, make speed to save us. 

 O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  

   and to the Holy Ghost;  

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  

   world without end.  Amen. 

 

 Praise ye the Lord. 

 The Lord’s name be praised. 

 

Please sit 

 

 

 

 



6 

Psalm 145: 1-12                     sung by the Choir 

 

 I will magnify thee, O God, my King :  

   and I will praise thy Name for ever and ever. 

Every day will I give thanks unto thee : 

  and praise thy Name for ever and ever. 

Great is the Lord, and marvellous worthy to be praised : 

  there is no end of his greatness. 

One generation shall praise thy works unto another : 

  and declare thy power. 

As for me, I will be talking of thy worship : 

  thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous works; 

So that men shall speak of the might of thy marvellous acts : 

  and I will also tell of thy greatness. 

The memorial of thine abundant kindness shall be shewed : 

  and men shall sing of thy righteousness. 

The Lord is gracious, and merciful : 

  long-suffering, and of great goodness. 

The Lord is loving unto every man : 

  and his mercy is over all his works. 

All thy works praise thee, O Lord : 

  and thy saints give thanks unto thee. 

They shew the glory of thy kingdom : 

  and talk of thy power; 

That thy power, thy glory, and mightiness of thy kingdom : 

  might be known unto men.  

 

Please stand 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

  and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :   

 world without end.  Amen. 

 

Please sit 
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First Lesson         Isaiah 60: 1-9 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, 

   the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you; 

they shall be acceptable on my altar, 

   and I will glorify my glorious house. 

Who are these that fly like a cloud, 

   and like doves to their windows? 

For the coastlands shall wait for me, 

   the ships of Tarshish first, 

to bring your children from far away, 

   their silver and gold with them, 

for the name of the Lord your God, 

   and for the Holy One of Israel, 
   because he has glorified you. 
 

After a short silence, please stand with the Choir 
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Te Deum laudamus             Charles Villiers Stanford in A 

 

 We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

 All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 

 To thee all angels cry aloud,  

 the heavens and all the powers therein. 

 To thee cherubin and seraphin continually do cry, 

 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 

 The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 

 The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 

 The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 

 The holy Church throughout all the world  

 doth acknowledge thee: 

 the Father of an infinite majesty; 

 thine honourable, true and only Son; 

 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 

 Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 

 Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

 When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 

 thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 

 When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 

 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

 Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 

 We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 

 We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 

 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

 Make them to be numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting. 

 O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage. 

 Govern them and lift them up for ever. 

 Day by day we magnify thee; 

 and we worship thy name, ever world without end. 

 Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 

 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

 O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee. 

 O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 
 

Please sit 
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Second Lesson                                                Hebrews 6:17—7:10 
 

In the same way, when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs 

of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it 

by an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is 

impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge might be 

strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. We have this hope, a 

sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 

behind the curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, 

having become a high priest for ever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

This ‘King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met 

Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings and blessed 

him’; and to him Abraham apportioned ‘one-tenth of everything’. His 

name, in the first place, means ‘king of righteousness’; next he is also king 

of Salem, that is, ‘king of peace’. Without father, without mother, without 

genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling 

the Son of God, he remains a priest for ever. 

See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth of the 

spoils. And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 

commandment in the law to collect tithes from the people, that is, from 

their kindred, though these also are descended from Abraham. But this 

man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from Abraham 

and blessed him who had received the promises. It is beyond dispute that 

the inferior is blessed by the superior. In the one case, tithes are received by 

those who are mortal; in the other, by one of whom it is testified that he 

lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes 

through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when 

Melchizedek met him. 

After a short silence, please stand with the Choir 
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Benedictus              Charles Villiers Stanford in A 

 

 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel :  

  for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 

 And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us :  

  in the house of his servant David. 

 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets :  

  which have been since the world began; 

 That we should be saved from our enemies :  

  and from the hands of all that hate us; 

 To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers :  

  and to remember his holy covenant; 

 To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather  

  Abraham : that he would give us; 

 That we being delivered out of the hands of our enemies : 

  might serve him without fear; 

 In holiness and righteousness before him :  

  all the days of our life. 

 And thou, Child, shalt be called the Prophet of the  

  Highest : for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord 

  to prepare his ways; 

 To give knowledge of salvation unto his people :  

  for the remission of their sins, 

 Through the tender mercy of our God :  

  whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us; 

 To give light to them that sit in darkness,  

  and in the shadow of death :  

  and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

  and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

  world without end. Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

 

All I believe in God the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth:  

 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

 born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, dead, and buried:  

 he descended into hell;  

 the third day he rose again from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

 from thence he shall come  

 to judge the quick and the dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

 the holy catholic Church;  

 the communion of saints;  

 the forgiveness of sins;   

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

 

The Lesser Litany, Responses and Collects Humphrey Clucas 

 

Cantor The Lord be with you. 

Choir And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 

 

Cantor Let us pray. 

 

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.   

 Christ, have mercy upon us.   

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

 



12 

 Our Father,  

 which art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 in earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive them that trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 Amen. 

 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

 And grant us thy salvation. 

 

 O Lord, save the King. 

 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

 Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

 And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

 O Lord, save thy people. 

 And bless thine inheritance. 

 

 Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

 Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

 but only thou, O God. 

  

 O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 

The Collect for the Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 

 Almighty and everlasting God,  

 who dost govern all things in heaven and earth:  

 Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people,  

 and grant us thy peace all the days of our life;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Collect for Peace 

 

 O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord,  

 in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life,  

 whose service is perfect freedom:  

 Defend us thy humble servants  

 in all assaults of our enemies;  

 that we, surely trusting in thy defence,  

 may not fear the power of any adversaries;  

 through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Grace 

 

 O Lord, our heavenly Father,  

 Almighty and everlasting God,  

 who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day:  

 Defend us in the same with thy mighty power;  

 and grant that this day we fall into no sin,  

 neither run into any kind of danger;  

 but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance,  

 to do always that is righteous in thy sight;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Please sit 

 

Anthem I sat down under his shadow       sung by the Choir 

 

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was 

sweet to my taste.  He brought me to the banqueting house, and 

his banner over me was love. 

 

Song of Solomon 2: 3-4       Edward Bairstow 

 

Sermon                                         The Very Reverend Dr Philip Plyming 

 

Please stand 
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Hymn Bethlehem, of noblest cities 

  None can once with thee compare; 

 Thou alone the Lord from heaven 

  Didst for us incarnate bear. 
 

 Fairer than the sun at morning 

  Was the star that told his birth; 

 To the lands their God announcing, 

  Seen in fleshly form on earth. 
 

 By its lambent beauty guided 

  See the eastern kings appear; 

 See them bend, their gifts to offer, 

  Gifts of incense, gold and myrrh. 
 

 Solemn things of mystic meaning: 

  Incense doth the God disclose, 

 Gold a royal child proclaimeth, 

  Myrrh a future tomb foreshows. 
 

 Holy Jesu, in thy brightness 

  To the Gentile world displayed, 

 With the Father and the Spirit 

  Endless praise to thee be paid.  Amen. 
 

Latin, Prudentius       Stuttgart, Adapted from a melody in C F Witt’s 

Tr Edward Caswall                Harmonia Sacra Gotha 

 

Please remain standing 
 

The Blessing  
 

Minister Christ the Son of God  

 perfect in you the image of his glory 

 and gladden your hearts  

 with the good news of his kingdom; 

 and the blessing of God almighty,  

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

 be among you and remain with you always.  

Choir Amen. 
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Voluntary Postlude in D minor                           Charles Villiers Stanford 

 

Daily services this week 
 

At 8.30 a.m., Morning Prayer (live-streamed) is said in the Feretory from Monday 

to Saturday.  
 

At 12.30 p.m., Holy Communion is celebrated each weekday in the North 

Transept. These services are not live-streamed.  
 

At 5.30 p.m., Evening Prayer is said in the Quire on Monday, and Evensong is 

sung in the Quire from Tuesday to Saturday (live-streamed Monday to Friday).  
 

Compline is said on Monday at 8.45 p.m. (live-streamed only).  
 

Next Sunday—The Third Sunday of Epiphany: Holy Communion (BCP) is 

celebrated at 8.00 a.m., the Sung Eucharist is celebrated at 10.00 a.m., Matins is 

sung in the Quire at 11.30 a.m., and Evensong is sung in the Quire at 3.30 p.m. 

 

Student Evensong 

Students are welcome to attend Evensong any time but we extend a 

particular welcome to students at Evensong on Tuesdays. After the service 

we will offer food and drink with a chance to engage with each other and 

with the cathedral clergy in a variety of locations and occasionally with 

other activities too. Evensong on Tuesday starts at 5.30 p.m. and lasts about 

40 minutes. Food will be served in the Prior’s Hall at 6.15 p.m. and people 

will be free to go any time. For those who want to stay, especially those who 

are preparing for Baptism and/or Confirmation, at 7.15 p.m. we will offer a 

short study session in the Solarium on a key area of Christian faith. 

 

Epiphany Procession: Sunday 21 January at 3.30 p.m. 

You are warmly invited to join us at the Cathedral for a special service to 

celebrate the season of Epiphany. The service involves beautiful choral 

music, readings, and prayers, which dramatically draw together the three 

manifestations of Christ’s glory—the visit of the Magi, the revelation of the 

Holy Trinity at the baptism in the river Jordan, and the turning of water 

into wine at a wedding in Cana—as the choir, clergy, and congregation 

process around the Cathedral. This is a truly ‘Durham’ service, and is not to 

be missed! 
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Lent Talks 2023: The Practice of Prayer  
 

This Lent, you are warmly invited to Durham Cathedral as we host a series 

of talks around the theme of the practice of prayer. Each talk will be given 

by an expert in their field who will explore a different aspect of prayer, 

concluding with a short time of prayer on that theme. 
 

The talks will connect a biblical passage or theme with both contemporary 

culture and the practice of prayer.  The talks will be accessible to those 

exploring faith as well as those who are more experienced in prayer. All are 

welcome. 
 

 18 February: Looking in the Mirror: Prayer and Self-Reflection  

   The Very Reverend Dr Philip Plyming, Dean of Durham  
 

 25 February: Loving It: Prayer and Desire   

   Canon Dr Jocelyn Bryan, Lecturer in Psychology and Christian Ministry 
 

 3 March: Wising Up: Prayer and Study  

   The Reverend Canon Professor Simon Oliver,  

   Van Mildert Professor of Divinity  
 

 10 March: Denying our Bodies?: Prayer and Lifestyle 

   The Right Reverend Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, Bishop of Newcastle  
 

 17 March (Passion Sunday): Owning Up: Prayer and Penitence 

   The Venerable Bob Cooper, Archdeacon of Sunderland 
 

 24 March (Palm Sunday): Keeping Quiet: Prayer and Silence  

   The Right Reverend Sarah Clark, Bishop of Jarrow  
 

Where and when: 4.30 p.m. — 5.00 p.m., the Quire, Durham Cathedral 

(entry via the main door). The talks will follow on from Evensong which 

starts at 3.30 p.m.; however, all are welcome whether or not you attend 

Evensong. The talks are free and no tickets are required. 

Material in this order of service is reproduced under the Christian Copyright Licensing Scheme,  and under CCL No. 68670; 

MRL No. 720413 Extracts from NRSV are © National Council for the Churches of Christ, USA 1989. 
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