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Welcome to Durham Cathedral 
Inspired by our saints, Cuthbert and Bede,  

the mission of Durham Cathedral  

is to offer everyone the opportunity  

to encounter God and know God’s love in Jesus Christ.   

 
 

Worshippers at Matins are invited to arrive early and take refreshments in 

the Galilee Chapel from 11.00 a.m. before taking their seats in the Quire for 

the service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flowers are an important part of our adorning of the Cathedral Church  

for divine service on many occasions during the year.   

We are very grateful to Hargreaves Services plc  

for their support of our provision of flowers at Durham Cathedral  

www.hsgplc.co.uk 

 

This order of service is printed on 100% recycled paper  

made using 100% less wood, 73% less energy, 79% less water, and 42% less CO2  

than average normal virgin fibre paper. 

 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in 

Church activities is the responsibility of everyone who participates in the 

life of the Church. If you are concerned that someone you know is at risk, or 

is being abused, or presents a risk to others, please seek advice from the 

Cathedral Safeguarding Officer. If a child or adult is in immediate danger or 

requires medical attention, call the emergency services without delay. The 

Cathedral Safeguarding Officer can be contacted on 07951 624103 or via 

email safeguarding@durhamcathedral.co.uk 

 

mailto:safeguarding@durhamcathedral.co.uk
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Voluntary  

 

Please stand at the entrance of the Choir and ministers 

 

Hymn   Angel-voices ever singing 

  Round thy throne of light, 

Angel-harps for ever ringing, 

  Rest not day nor night; 

Thousands only live to bless thee 

  And confess thee 

   Lord of might. 

 

Thou who art beyond the farthest  

  Mortal eye can scan, 

Can it be that thou regardest 

  Songs of sinful man? 

Can we know that thou art near us, 

  And wilt hear us? 

   Yea, we can. 

 

For we know that thou rejoicest 

  O’er each work of thine; 

Thou didst ears and hands and voices 

  For thy praise design; 

Craftsman’s art and music’s measure 

  For thy pleasure 

   All combine. 

 

In thy house, great God, we offer 

  Of thine own to thee, 

And for thine acceptance proffer 

  All unworthily 

Hearts and minds and hands and voices 

  In our choicest 

   Psalmody. 
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Honour, glory, might and merit 

  Thine shall ever be, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

  Blessed Trinity. 

Of the best which thou hast given 

  Earth and heaven 

   Render thee. 

 

Francis Pott                 Angel Voices, Edwin George Monk 
  

Welcome and Introduction                            The Reverend Canon Charlie Allen 

  

Minister Let us humbly confess our sins to almighty God. 

 

Please kneel 

 

All Almighty and most merciful Father;  

 We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep.  

 We have followed too much  

 the devices and desires of our own hearts.  

 We have offended against thy holy laws.  

 We have left undone those things  

 which we ought to have done;  

 And we have done those things  

 which we ought not to have done;  

 And there is no health in us.  

 But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders.  

 Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults.  

 Restore thou them that are penitent;  

 According to thy promises declared unto mankind  

 in Christ Jesu our Lord.  

 And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake;  

 That we may hereafter  

 live a godly, righteous, and sober life,   

 To the glory of thy holy Name.  

 Amen.  
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Minister May the almighty and merciful God  

 grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins,  

 time for amendment of life,  

 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

 

All Our Father,  

 which art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 in earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive them that trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil: 

 for thine is the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

Please stand 
 

Preces                  Philip Moore 

 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

 

 O God, make speed to save us. 

 O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:  

   and to the Holy Ghost;  

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  

   world without end.  Amen. 

 

 Praise ye the Lord. 

 The Lord’s name be praised. 
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Please sit 

 

Psalm 96                                                             sung by the Choir 

 

O sing unto the Lord a new song :  

  sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 

Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : 

  be telling of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his honour unto the heathen : 

  and his wonders unto all people. 

For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised : 

  he is more to be feared than all gods. 

As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols : 

  but it is the Lord that made the heavens. 

Glory and worship are before him : 

  power and honour are in his sanctuary. 

Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people : 

  ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 

Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name : 

  bring presents, and come into his courts. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : 

  let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 

Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King : 

  and that it is he who hath made the round world so fast    

  that it cannot be moved;  

  and how that he shall judge the people righteously. 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad : 

  let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is. 

Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it : 

  then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord. 

For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth : 

  and with righteousness to judge the world,  

  and the people with his truth.  

 

Please stand 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

  and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

  world without end.  Amen. 

 

Please sit 

 

 

First Lesson                 1 Samuel 9: 27—10: 2a; 10: 17-26 

 

As they were going down to the outskirts of the town, Samuel said to Saul, 

‘Tell the boy to go on before us, and when he has passed on, stop here 

yourself for a while, that I may make known to you the word of 

God.’ Samuel took a phial of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him; 

he said, ‘The Lord has anointed you ruler over his people Israel. You shall 

reign over the people of the Lord and you will save them from the hand of 

their enemies all around. Now this shall be the sign to you that the Lord has 

anointed you ruler over his heritage: When you depart from me today you 

will meet two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of Benjamin at Zelzah. 

Samuel summoned the people to the Lord at Mizpah and said to 

them, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “I brought up Israel out of 

Egypt, and I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand 

of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.” But today you have rejected 

your God, who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses; and 

you have said, “No! but set a king over us.” Now therefore present 

yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your clans.’ 

 

Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin 

was taken by lot. He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its families, and 

the family of the Matrites was taken by lot. Finally he brought the family of 

the Matrites near man by man, and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. 

But when they sought him, he could not be found. So they inquired again of 

the Lord, ‘Did the man come here?’ and the Lord said, ‘See, he has hidden 

himself among the baggage.’ Then they ran and brought him from there. 

When he took his stand among the people, he was head and shoulders taller 

than any of them. Samuel said to all the people, ‘Do you see the one whom 

the Lord has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people.’ And 

all the people shouted, ‘Long live the king!’ 
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Samuel told the people the rights and duties of the kingship; and he wrote 

them in a book and laid it up before the Lord. Then Samuel sent all the 

people back to their homes. Saul also went to his home at Gibeah, and with 

him went warriors whose hearts God had touched. 

 

After a short silence, please stand with the Choir 

 

Te Deum laudamus             Herbert Howells: Collegium Regale 

 

 We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 

 All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 

 To thee all angels cry aloud,  

 the heavens and all the powers therein. 

 To thee cherubin and seraphin continually do cry, 

 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

 Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 

 The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 

 The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 

 The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 

 The holy Church throughout all the world  

 doth acknowledge thee: 

 the Father of an infinite majesty; 

 thine honourable, true and only Son; 

 also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 

 Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 

 Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 

 When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 

 thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb. 

 When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 

 thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

 Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 

 We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 

 We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 

 whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 

 Make them to be numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting. 

 O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage. 

 Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
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 Day by day we magnify thee; 

 and we worship thy name, ever world without end. 

 Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 

 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 

 O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in thee. 

 O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

 

Please sit 

 

Second Lesson                    Matthew 13: 31-35 

 

Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of 

all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes 

a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’  

 

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 

leavened.’ 

 

Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told 

them nothing. This was to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 

‘I will open my mouth to speak in parables; 

   I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.’ 

 

After a short silence, please stand with the Choir 

 

Jubilate Deo                         Benjamin Britten in C 

 

 O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands :  

  serve the Lord with gladness,  

  and come before his presence with a song. 

 Be ye sure that the Lord he is God :  

  it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves;  

  we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,  

  and into his courts with praise :  

  be thankful unto him, and speak good of his name. 
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 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting :  

  and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son :  

  and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :  

  world without end. Amen. 

 

Please face east 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

All I believe in God the Father almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth:  

 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

 born of the Virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, dead, and buried:  

 he descended into hell;  

 the third day he rose again from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;  

 from thence he shall come  

 to judge the quick and the dead.   

 I believe in the Holy Ghost;  

 the holy catholic Church;  

 the communion of saints;  

 the forgiveness of sins;   

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  

 Amen. 

 

The Lesser Litany, Responses and Collects       Philip Moore 

 

Cantor The Lord be with you. 

Choir And with thy spirit. 

 

Please kneel 
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Cantor Let us pray. 

 

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.   

 Christ, have mercy upon us.   

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 Our Father,  

 which art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

 in earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive them that trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 Amen. 

 

 O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

 And grant us thy salvation. 

 

 O Lord, save the King. 

 And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

 

 Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

 And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 

 O Lord, save thy people. 

 And bless thine inheritance. 

 

 Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

 Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

 but only thou, O God. 

 

 O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

 And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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The Collect of the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

O Lord,  

we beseech thee to keep thy Church and household  

continually in thy true religion;  

that they who do lean only upon the hope  

of thy heavenly grace  

may evermore be defended by thy mighty power;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

The Collect for Peace 

 

 O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord,  

 in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life,  

 whose service is perfect freedom:  

 Defend us thy humble servants  

 in all assaults of our enemies;  

 that we, surely trusting in thy defence,  

 may not fear the power of any adversaries;  

 through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

 

The Collect for Grace 

 

 O Lord, our heavenly Father,  

 Almighty and everlasting God,  

 who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day:  

 Defend us in the same with thy mighty power;  

 and grant that this day we fall into no sin,  

 neither run into any kind of danger;  

 but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance,  

 to do always that is righteous in thy sight;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen.  

 

Please sit 
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Anthem God be in my head       sung by the Choir 

 

God be in my head,  

And in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes,  

And in my looking; 

God be in my mouth,  

And in my speaking; 

God be in mine heart,  

And in my thinking; 

God be at my end,  

And in my departing. 

 

From the Sarum Book of Hours, 1514           Richard Lloyd 

 

Sermon                   The Reverend Canon Charlie Allen 

 

Please stand 

 

Hymn Thy kingdom come, O God, 

  Thy rule, O Christ, begin; 

Break with thy iron rod 

  The tyrannies of sin. 

 

Where is thy reign of peace 

  And purity and love? 

When shall all hatred cease, 

  As in the realms above? 

 

When comes the promised time 

  That war shall be no more, 

And lust, oppression, crime, 

  Shall flee thy face before? 

 

We pray thee Lord, arise, 

  And come in thy great might; 

 Revive our longing eyes, 

  Which languish for thy sight. 
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O’er lands both near and far 

  Thick darkness broodeth yet: 

Arise, O morning Star, 

  Arise, and never set 

 

Lewis Hensley              St Cecilia, L G Hayne 
           
Please remain standing 

 

The Blessing  
 

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,  

 keep your hearts and minds  

 in the knowledge and love of God,  

 and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:  

 And the blessing of God Almighty,  

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,  

 be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Choir Amen. 
 

Voluntary  

 

Evensong with Procession is sung today at 3.30 p.m. 

 

St Hild of Whitby 
Today at 3.30 p.m., we celebrate St Hild of Whitby whose altar is established in 

the Chapel of the Nine Altars and Evensong includes a procession to that altar. 

Please join us to celebrate this great woman of faith. 
 

Daily services this week 
 

At 8.30 a.m., Morning Prayer (live-streamed) is said in the Feretory from Monday 

to Saturday.  
 

At 12.30 p.m., Holy Communion is celebrated each weekday at the Hild Altar, 

except on Wednesday when it celebrated at the Langley Altar. These services are not 

live-streamed.  
 

At 5.30 p.m., Evensong is sung from Monday to Saturday at 5.30 p.m. (live-

streamed from Monday to Friday).  



15 

Compline is sa id on Monday at 8.45 p.m. (live-streamed only).  
 

Next Sunday—The Feast of Christ the King (The Sunday Next Sunday before 

Advent): Holy Communion (BCP) is celebrated at 8.00 a.m., the Sung Eucharist is 

celebrated at 10.00 a.m., Matins is sung at 11.30 a.m., and Evensong is sung at 

3.30 p.m. 

 

24 Hours of Prayer for the appointment of a new Bishop of Durham 

On Tuesday 26 November, the process to appoint a new Bishop will reach 

its climax and we will gather in the Feretory at the Shrine of St Cuthbert to 

pray for 24 hours for the movement of the Holy Spirit and for discernment, 

for those who will help to make the appointment and for those who will be 

considered as the potential new Bishop of Durham. Please join us at any 

time during the day or night from Morning Prayer at 8.30 a.m. until 

Morning Prayer on Wednesday 27 November. After hours, you will need to 

arrive via the College and report to the Porters Lodge. After 10.30 p.m., the 

College Gate will be closed and you will need to knock on the porters 

window to gain admittance. 

 

Student Tuesday 

Students are welcome to attend Evensong any time but we extend a 

particular welcome to students at Evensong on Tuesdays. From Tuesday 22 

October each week, after the service, we will offer food and drink with a 

chance to engage with each other and with the cathedral clergy in a variety 

of locations and occasionally with other activities too. We hope to build up 

a good community of students who worship regularly with us. Evensong 

on Tuesday starts at 5.30 p.m. and lasts about 40 minutes. Food will be 

served at 6.15 p.m. and people will be free to go any time.  

 

The Advent Procession with Carols:  

Saturday 30 November and Sunday 1 December at 6.00 p.m. 

The Advent Procession is one of the most moving and inspiring acts of 

worship in Durham Cathedral’s year and we want you to be part of it, 

together with your guests. It takes place on Saturday 30 November at 6.00 

p.m. (note the new earlier start time) and is repeated on Sunday 1 December 

at 6.00 p.m. It lasts about 75 minutes. The Cathedral Choir moves 

throughout the Cathedral and the light grows as the service unfolds. It is a 

real opportunity to experience a sense of the sacred amidst ancient stones 
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and it creates a wonderful sense of anticipation for Christmas – with 

candles and lots of incense! You don’t need a ticket. There will be plenty of 

room on both nights. Just turn up after the doors open at 5.15 p.m. and be 

seated by 5.45 p.m. If you have attended this service before, you won’t want 

to miss it. If you haven’t, you need to come this year and see what you’ve 

been missing. We look forward to seeing you and your guests there. 

 

Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of Carols: 

Saturday 14 December at 6.00 p.m. 
Durham Cathedral is offering something new this Christmas: a 

performance of that stunningly beautifully musical work by Benjamin 

Britten – A Ceremony of Carols – on Saturday 14 December at 6.00 p.m. in a 

wonderful celebration of Christmas which will last about one hour. Hear 

the Cathedral’s Lay Clerks and Choral Scholars sing the ancient music of 

Vespers followed by A Ceremony of Carols sung by the Cathedral 

Choristers, accompanied by harpist Helena Pearson and conducted by 

Daniel Cook. There is no charge and tickets are not required. Just turn up 

after the doors open at 5.15 p.m. and be seated by 5.45 p.m. Donations will 

be invited as you leave if you are able to make an offering. 

 

Material in this order of service is reproduced under the Christian Copyright Licensing Scheme,  and under CCL No. 68670; 

MRL No. 720413 Extracts from NRSV are © National Council for the Churches of Christ, USA 1989. 
 

The Cathedral Office, The College, Durham  DH1 3EH—Tel:  (0191) 386 4266 

enquiries@durhamcathedral.co.uk     www.durhamcathedral.co.uk 
 

This order of service is printed on 100% recycled paper. 

Make a gift to Durham Cathedral 
If you already support the Cathedral, thank you! 

Gifts of any size make a difference to our life and work here:  

advancing our mission as a place of prayer, pilgrimage and proclamation, 

conserving heritage, and providing welcome. 
 

 Scan the QR code on the right 

 Visit www.stewardship.org.uk/partners/20041776 

 Use the tap and give machines near the exits  

 Drop cash into the collecting boxes or baskets 

 Contact development@durhamcathedral.co.uk 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:enquiries@durhamcathedral.co.uk
http://www.durhamcathedral.co.uk

