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Welcome to Durham Cathedral 
Inspired by our saints, Cuthbert and Bede,  

the mission of Durham Cathedral  

is to offer everyone the opportunity  

to encounter God and know God’s love in Jesus Christ.   
 

Junior Church 

Junior Church gathers in the South Transept (front of the church on the right). If 

you are new to the Cathedral or a visitor, your child, aged 0-18, is welcome to 

join us. Please take your child to the South Transept and complete a consent 

form with one of the leaders. You can then take a seat in the service and collect 

your child afterwards. Children stay in church for the start of our worship and 

then go through to the Chapter House for storytelling, discussion and craft 

activities and then re-join the service at the distribution of Communion when 

they will receive a blessing. We have three groups, Preschool (0-4), Primary (4-

11) and Secondary (11-18), please note that children joining the 0-4 group must 

be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
 

Refreshments after the Service 

Refreshments are served after this service in the Galilee Chapel at the back of 

the Cathedral where we are joined by worshippers arriving to attend Matins at 

11.30 a.m. Do join us there. 
 

Flowers are an important part of our adorning of the Cathedral Church  

for divine service on many occasions during the year.   

We are very grateful to Hargreaves Services plc  

for their support of our provision of flowers at Durham Cathedral  

www.hsgplc.co.uk 

 

This order of service is printed on 100% recycled paper  

made using 100% less wood, 73% less energy, 79% less water, and 42% less CO2  

than average normal virgin fibre paper. 

 

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility 

The care and protection of children, young people and adults involved in 

Church activities is the responsibility of everyone who participates in the life of 

the Church. If you are concerned that someone you know is at risk, or is being 

abused, or presents a risk to others, please seek advice from the Cathedral 

Safeguarding Officer. If a child or adult is in immediate danger or requires 

medical attention, call the emergency services without delay. The Cathedral 

Safeguarding Officer can be contacted on 07951 624103 or via email 

safeguarding@durhamcathedral.co.uk 

 

mailto:safeguarding@durhamcathedral.co.uk
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The service is sung by the Chapel Choir of University College, Durham 

 

The Gathering 
 

Voluntary  

 

Please stand at the entrance of the choir and ministers 

 

Hymn  Come down, O Love divine, 

  Seek thou this soul of mine, 

 And visit it with thine own ardour glowing; 

  O Comforter, draw near, 

  Within my heart appear, 

 And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 
 

  O let it freely burn, 

  Till earthly passions turn 

 To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 

  And let thy glorious light 

  Shine ever on my sight, 

 And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 

  Let holy charity 

  Mine outward vesture be, 

 And lowliness become mine inner clothing; 

  True lowliness of heart, 

  Which takes the humbler part, 

 And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

 

  And so the yearning strong, 

  With which the soul will long, 

 Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

  For none can guess its grace, 

  Till he become the place 

 Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 
 

Italian, Bianco da Siena,           Down Ampney, Ralph Vaughan Williams 

translated by R F Littledale           
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The Greeting           The Right Reverend Frank White  

          Acting Bishop of Durham 

 

Bishop Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

All He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

 There is one body and one spirit. 

All There is one hope to which we were called; 

 

 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

All One God and Father of all. 

 

 Peace be with you 

All and also with you. 

 

The Bishop welcomes the congregation and introduces the liturgy, saying 

 

 Jesus Christ, whom we worship,  

 is our crucified, risen, and ascended Lord, 

 and we have walked with him through his journey of love. 

 We have faced the agony  

 of his suffering and death on a cross. 

 We have rejoiced  

 at his bursting free from the bonds of death. 

 We have enjoyed his risen presence with us 

 and his revelation of himself through the breaking of bread. 

 We have seen his return to the throne 

 before which every knee shall bow 

 and every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. 

 And now, with the followers of his own time, 

 we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, 

 his gift to his people, 

 through whom we make Christ known to the world. 

 

  Let us pray. 
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Silence is kept 

 

Bishop Almighty God, 

 to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

 and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

 that we may perfectly love you, 

 and worthily magnify your holy name; 

 through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

Junior Church collects a cross from the Altar and processes to the Chapter House 

 

Gloria in excelsis                     sung by the choir 

 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Glory to God in the highest, 

 Et in terra pax hominibus and peace to his people on earth. 

 bonae voluntatis. 

 Laudamus te, benedicimus te, Lord God, heavenly King, 

 adoramus te, glorificamus te. almighty God and Father, 

 Gratias agimus tibi we worship you, 

 propter magnam gloriam tuam. we give you thanks, 

 Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, we praise you for your glory. 

 Deus Pater omnipotens.  

 Domine Fili unigenite, Lord Jesus Christ, 

 Jesu Christe, Domine Deus, only Son of the Father, 

 Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. Lord God, Lamb of God, 

 Qui tollis peccata mundi, you take away the sin of the world: 

 miserere nobis. have mercy on us; 

 Qui tollis peccata mundi, you are seated at the right hand of 

 suscipe deprecationem nostram. the Father: 

 Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, receive our prayer. 

 miserere nobis. 

 Quoniam tu solus sanctus, For you alone are the Holy One, 

 tu solus Dominus, you alone are the Lord, 

 tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe, you alone are the Most High, 

 cum Sancto Spiritu  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

 in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Please remain standing 

 

The Collect 

 

Bishop Let us pray. 

 

Silence is kept 

 

 God, who as at this time 

 taught the hearts of your faithful people 

 by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 

 grant us by the same Spirit 

 to have a right judgement in all things 

 and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 

 through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 

 who is alive and reigns with you, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

 

Please sit 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading                          Acts 2: 1-21 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
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Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 

native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own 

languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But 

others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: 
 

“In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

   and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

     and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

   and signs on the earth below, 

     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

   and the moon to blood, 

     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 

 For the word of the Lord,  

All thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand and turn to face the Book of the Gospels as it is borne into the Nave 
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The Gospel                                       John 7: 37-39 

 

Choir Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

All 

Choir Come, Holy Spirit,, fill the hearts of your faithful people 

 and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

 

All 

 

Deacon The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 according to St John. 

 

All 

 

 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, 

he cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who 

believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s 

heart shall flow rivers of living water.”’ Now he said this about the Spirit, 

which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no 

Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

All 

 
 

Please sit after the Preacher’s prayer 
 

Sermon              The Very Reverend Dr Philip Plyming 
 

Please stand as the Bishop approaches the Altar to say the Creed 
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The Creed 
 

All We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God, Light from Light,    

 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father;   

 through him all things were made.  

 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven,  

 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  

 and was made man.  

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.   

 On the third day he rose again  

 in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven   

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory  

 to judge the living and the dead,   

 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   

 who with the Father and the Son  

 is worshipped and glorified,   

 who has spoken through the prophets.  
 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  

 Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

 

Bishop Let us pray. 

 

Please kneel or sit 

 

 Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your people. 

All And kindle in us the fire of your love. 

 

Silence is kept 

 

Please remain kneeling 

 

Hymn Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighten with celestial fire; 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart: 

 

Thy blessèd unction from above 

Is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

Enable with perpetual light 

The dullness of our blinded sight: 

 

Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

With the abundance of thy grace: 

Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 

Where thou art guide no ill can come. 

 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And thee, of Both, to be but One; 

That through the ages all along 

This may be our endless song, 

 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

John Cosin, former Bishop of Durham, Veni Creator, mode viii 

based on Veni, creator Spiritus 
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Bishop Blessed are you, creator God, 

 to you be praise and glory for ever. 

 As your Spirit moved over the face of the waters 

 bringing light and life to your creation, 

 pour out your Spirit on us today 

 that we may walk as children of light 

 and by your grace reveal your presence. 

 

 Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Please stand 

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 

The Peace 

 

Bishop God has made us one in Christ. 

 He has set his seal upon us,  

 and as a pledge of what is to come, 

 has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you. 

 

If you wish, please exchange a sign of peace with those near to you 

 

During the Offertory hymn, the stewards bring up bread and wine to be placed upon 

the Altar, as a symbol of our prayers being offered to God 

 

Hymn  O thou who camest from above, 

  The pure celestial fire to impart, 

 Kindle a flame of sacred love 

  On the mean altar of my heart. 
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 There let it for thy glory burn 

  With inextinguishable blaze, 

 And trembling to its source return 

  In humble prayer, and fervent praise. 

 

 Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire 

  To work, and speak, and think for thee; 

 Still let me guard the holy fire, 

  And still stir up the gift in me. 

 

 Ready for all thy perfect will, 

  My acts of faith and love repeat,  

 Till death thy endless mercies seal, 

  And make my sacrifice complete. 

 

Charles Wesley                       Hereford, Samuel Sebastian Wesley 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 

Bishop Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

 through your goodness  

 we have this bread to set before you, 

 which earth has given and human hands have made. 

 It will become for us the bread of life. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 

  

 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

 through your goodness  

 we have this wine to set before you, 

 fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

 It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
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 Faithful God, receive all we offer you this day. 

 May we so live the life of Christ 

 that your Church may be a sign of salvation 

 to all the nations of the world. 

 We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All    Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer A 

 

Bishop The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 

 

 Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

 holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

 through Jesus Christ, your only Son our Lord. 

  

 This day we give you thanks 

 because in fulfilment of your promise 

 you pour out your Spirit upon us, 

 filling us with your gifts, leading us into all truth, 

 and uniting peoples of many tongues  

 in the confession of one faith. 

 Your Spirit gives us grace to call you Father. 

 to proclaim your gospel to all nations 

 and to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
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 Therefore we join our voices with angels and archangels, 

 and with all those in whom the Spirit dwells, 

 to proclaim the glory of your name, 

 for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Choir Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus,   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

  Dominus Deus Sabaoth.   God of power and might, 

  Pleni sunt caeli et terra   Heaven and earth 

  gloria tua.   are full of your glory. 

  Osanna in excelsis.   Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Bishop Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

 through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

 and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

 these gifts of bread and wine 

 may be to us his body and his blood; 

 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

 took bread and gave you thanks; 

 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

 do this in remembrance of me. 

 

 In the same way, after supper 

 he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

 he gave it to them, saying: 

 Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

 which is shed for you and for many  

 for the forgiveness of sins. 

 Do this, as often as you drink it, 

 in remembrance of me.  
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 Therefore, heavenly Father, 

 we remember his offering of himself 

 made once for all upon the cross; 

 we proclaim his mighty resurrection  

 and glorious ascension; 

 we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

 and with this bread and this cup 

 we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Deacon Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 

All Dying you destroyed our death,  

 rising you restored our life:  

 Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Bishop Accept through him, our great high priest, 

 this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

 and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

 in the presence of your divine majesty, 

 renew us by your Spirit, 

 inspire us with your love 

 and unite us in the body of your Son, 

 Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 Through him, and with him, and in him, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Bede, Cuthbert, 

 and all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

 we worship you, Father almighty, 

 in songs of everlasting praise: 

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 

 be yours for ever and ever.  

 Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Bishop Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

 

All Our Father,  

 who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name;  

 thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  

 on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation;  

 but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory,   

 for ever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

Bishop We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All Though we are many, we are one body, 

 because we all share in one bread. 

 

Giving of Communion 

 

Bishop Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Please sit down and then follow the directions of the vergers to form a line to receive 

Holy Communion. There is one station at the front of the Nave and one station at 

the rear. Please hold your hands out so that the clergy may place the host into your 

hand. After you have received you may receive from the chalice if you wish, or 

simply return to your seats via the side aisles. Gluten-free wafers are available at 

both stations. 
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All those who are members of a Christian church of any denomination are 

welcome to receive Communion. If this is not part of your tradition or you 

are not sure, you are nevertheless welcome to receive a blessing at the 

communion station from the priest there. In this case, you should move 

forward with the communicants and bow your head as an indication to the 

priest that you wish to receive a blessing. 

 

Agnus Dei      sung by the choir 

 

 Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

 Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 

 Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 

 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Junior Church returns to receive Communion or a blessing 
 

 

Motet              sung by the choir 

 

O Lord,  

give thy Holy Spirit into our hearts,  

and lighten our understanding,  

that we may dwell in the fear of thy Name,  

all the days of our life:  

that we may know thee the only true God,  

and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 

 

Lidley's Prayers                   Thomas Tallis 

 

After all have received Holy Communion, please stand as the Bishop approaches the 

Altar 
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Prayer after Communion 

 

Bishop Let us pray. 

 

Silence is kept 

  

  Faithful God, 

 who fulfilled the promises of Easter 

 by sending us your Holy Spirit 

 and opening to every race and nation 

 the way of life eternal: 

 open our lips by your Spirit, 

 that every tongue may tell of your glory;  

 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All Amen. 

 

All Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  

 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

 to be a living sacrifice. 

 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

 to live and work to your praise and glory.  

 Amen. 

 

The Bishop offers words of farewell 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Bishop For fifty days  

 we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 over the powers of sin and death.  

 At the conclusion of this Easter season,  

 we rejoice in the coming of God’s power and love  

 in the gift of the Holy Spirit,  

 and we ask that same Spirit  

 to send us out into all the world,  

 to live and proclaim the good news.   
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Gospel Reading   Matthew 28: 16-20 

 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 according to St Matthew. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some 

doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.’   

 

‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.’  

 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ.  Alleluia! 

 

The Paschal Candle is extinguished 

 

Bishop  May the Spirit, 

 who hovered over the waters  

 when the world was created, 

 breathe into you the life he gives.  

All Amen. 

 

 May the Spirit, 

 who overshadowed the Virgin 

 when the eternal Son became flesh and dwelt among us,  

 make you joyful in the service of the Lord.  

All Amen. 
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 May the Spirit, 

 who filled the Church with fire of your love  

 upon the Day of Pentecost, 

 bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ.  

All Amen. 
 

 And the blessing of God almighty,  

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

 be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 

Hymn We have a gospel to proclaim, 

 Good news for all in all the earth, 

The gospel of a Saviour’s name: 

 We sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem, 

 Not in a royal house or hall, 

But in a stable dark and dim: 

 The Word made flesh, a light for all. 

 

Tell of his death at Calvary, 

 Hated by those he came to save, 

In lonely suffering on the cross: 

 For all he loved, his life he gave. 

 

Tell of that glorious Easter morn, 

 Empty the tomb, for he was free: 

He broke the power of death and hell 

 That we might share his victory. 

     Cantor 
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Tell of his reign at God’s right hand, 

 By all creation glorified: 

He sends his Spirit on his Church, 

 To live for him, the Lamb who died. 

 

Now we rejoice to name him King: 

 Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 

This gospel message we proclaim 

 We sing his glory, tell his worth. 
 

Edward Burns         Fulda, William Gardiner in Sacred Melodies, 1815 

 

Voluntary  

 

Please join us for refreshments in the Galilee Chapel after the service: everyone is 

welcome. If you have a dog with you, we would be grateful if you would keep it 

away from the serving table. Please ask a verger for help if you need someone to 

get you a mug of tea or coffee. 

 

Morning Prayer with Address is said in the Quire at 11.30 a.m., and Evening 

Prayer is said in the Quire at 3.30 p.m. 

 

Next Sunday the 10.00 a.m. Eucharist is sung with hymns and a cantor. This has 

proven to be a very successful way of celebrating the liturgy at the Chrism 

Eucharist during Holy Week the past couple of years, and so we are offering it 

next week to our regular worshippers at the Sunday Eucharist. 

 

For all enquiries concerning the provision of pastoral care for members of the 

cathedral community, please contact The Reverend Daniel Parkinson: 

daniel.parkinson@durhamcathedral.co.uk. 

 

Pentecost Praise at Durham Cathedral: Tonight at 6.30 p.m. 

Pentecost Praise is a celebration service being hosted for the second time 

by Durham Cathedral in partnership with local churches. It offers an 

opportunity for Christians to gather together to give thanks for the gift of 

the Holy Spirit to the Church, and to celebrate and pray for God’s work in 

the world today. Music will be led by a band drawn from churches across 

the region, and the service will include anointing and prayer ministry. 
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Pentecost Praise will be led by Philip Plyming, Dean of Durham, and 

Hannah Wilkinson, Senior Leader and Youth Lead at St Nic’s Durham.  The 

preacher will be Sam Ward, UK CEO of The Message Trust. Do plan to 

come, and bring friends from your church or youth group. 

 

Celebrating our Saints: The Venerable Bede 

We invite you to join us for our celebrations of our other great saint, The 

Venerable Bede, whose feast day falls on Monday 25 May 2026. There will 

be a simple celebration of Holy Communion at Bede’s tomb according to 

the Book of Common Prayer at 7.30 a.m. There will be another celebration 

of the Eucharist at Bede’s tomb at 12.30 p.m., and we conclude the day with 

a special Festal Evensong at 5.30 p.m., which will be sung by the Chapel 

Choir of Hild Bede College, Durham University. At this service our guest 

preacher will be Professor Alec Ryrie, FBA, Professor of the History of 

Christianity, Durham University, and a Licensed Lay Minister in the 

Diocese of Newcastle. Those attending Evensong are invited to join us for 

refreshments after the service. We are also excited to announce that, on the 

following evening (Tuesday 26 May) at 7.30 p.m. in the nave our new ‘Bede 

Librarian’, the historian, novelist, and podcaster, Tom Holland will give a 

Durham Cathedral Institute lecture entitled: ‘Cuthbert, Bede, and the 

renewal of culture’. Sadly this event is now fully subscribed but a recording 

of the lecture will be made available subsequently. 

 

Sung Eucharist and Procession in Celebration of Corpus Christi:  

Thursday 4 June 2026 at 5.30 p.m. 

We will celebrate the Eucharist in thanksgiving for Christ’s institution of  

Holy Communion, the sacrament of his body and blood, and the service 

will conclude with a procession of the Blessed Sacrament to the Galilee 

Chapel. The service is sung by the Cathedral Choir, and will last about one 

hour. All are welcome! 

 

Friends Festival Evensong: Saturday 6 June 2026 at 4.00 p.m. 

The Friends hold their annual gathering on Saturday 6 June and a special 

service of Evensong  takes place at the earlier time of 4.00 p.m. This service 

is followed by the traditional ‘singing from the tower’ by the Cathedral 

Choir at approximately 5.15 p.m. The best vantage point for the latter is on 

Palace Green. You don’t have to be a Friend to attend either of these events. 
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Services and other events this week:  

(L) = live-streamed   (NL) = not live-streamed 
 

Monday 25 May The Venerable Bede, Monk, Scholar, Historian, 735 

 7.30 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) (Feretory) (NL) 

 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (Feretory) (L) 

 12.30 p.m. Holy Communion (Bede’s Shrine) (NL) 

 5.30 p.m. Festal Evensong and Procession 

  with Inauguration of Tom Holland  

  as Bede Librarian (Nave) (L) 

 8.45 p.m. Compline (online only) (L) 
 

Tuesday 26 May Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605 

 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (Feretory) (L) 

 12.30 p.m. Holy Communion (Galilee Chapel) (NL) 

 5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer: Student Tuesday (Quire) (L) 

 7.30 p.m. Bede Librarian Inaugural Lecture:  

  Tom Holland (Nave) (NL) - tickets required 
 

Wednesday 27 May 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (Feretory) (L) 

 12.30 p.m. Holy Communion (Galilee Chapel) (NL) 

 5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Quire) (L) 

 7.30 p.m. Organ Recital: Joseph Beech 
 

Thursday 28 May 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (Feretory) (L) 

 12.30 p.m. Holy Communion (Galilee Chapel) (NL) 

 5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Quire) (L) 
 

Friday 29 May 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer and Litany (Feretory) (L) 

 12.30 p.m. Holy Communion (Galilee Chapel) (NL) 

 1.15 p.m. Informal Concert (Nave) (NL) 

 5.30 p.m. Evensong (Quire) (L) 
 

Saturday 30 May Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906 

 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer (Feretory) (L) 

 12.30 p.m. Holy Communion (Galilee Chapel) (NL) 

 5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Quire) (NL) 

 7.00 p.m. Easington Colliery Band Concert (Nave) (NL) 
  

Sunday 31 May Trinity Sunday 

 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP) (High Altar) (NL) 

 10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist with Cantor (CW1) (Nave) (L) 

 11.30 a.m. Morning Prayer with Address (Quire) (NL) 

 3.30 p.m. Evensong (Galilee Chapel) (NL) 
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Installation of Rick Simpson as Bishop of Durham 

Sunday 7 June at 3.00 p.m. 

If you would like to attend the service, go to Durham Cathedral’s website. 

Go to the ‘Visit’ page and then ‘Concerts and evening events’, and scroll 

down to 7 June. Or use this QR code: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tickets are available on a first come, first served basis until they run 

out. If there are no tickets left, try again on Tuesday 26 May in case we 

find that we are able to add more tickets. The service will also be available 

to watch on the Cathedral’s YouTube channel (either live or later the same 

day).  

 

Community Newsletter 

Many of you will have received the May edition of the Cathedral’s new 

community newsletter. It is issued once a month and includes pastoral 

words from different members of the cathedral clergy and news about 

things that might interest the cathedral community—especially about 

worship, music, talks, and other events that build up our worship and 

fellowship. It goes to regular worshippers who have joined the community 

roll as well as other constituencies closely associated with the Cathedral. 

Alternatively, you can sign up to the newsletter by 

scanning the QR code below. If you are a regular 

worshipper here and you would like to be on the 

community roll, you are welcome to join it by sending an 

email to community@durhamcathedral.co.uk, for the 

application form. 
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